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Introduction 

This is a work in progress which at present is primarily a collection 

of advertisements documenting product introductions, addresses, 

and revisions of Lee Lapidaries.  I expect to work on developing 

this document on an irregular basis. 

Fred J. Lee was founder of Lee Lapidaries, and I am honored to be 

his first son. 

Jeffrey Randolph Lee 

13 August 2025 

Medina, Ohio 
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1946 June The Mineralogist. 

Earliest known Lee advertisement. 
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1951 September The Mineralogist. 

Earliest known advertisement for The Lee Facet Head. 
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From period Lee literature. 

The Lee Facet Head. 
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Recent photograph of vintage equipment. 

The Lee Facet Head. 
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1955 April The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee Precision Double V-Block introduced. 
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From period Lee photograph. 

The Lee Precision Double V-Block. 

Note: beveled end on dop rather than later generation notch, and 

index plates are drilled rather than later generations notched. 
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1955 October The Lapidary Journal. 

New address: 6617 Lorain Ave. 

The Lee Facet Cutting Bench introduced. 
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From period Lee photograph. 

The Lee Facet Cutting Bench. 
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1960 February The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee BLMD lap unit introduced. 
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1960 October The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee DR Facet Head introduced. 
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From period Lee literature. 

The Lee DR Facet Head. 
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From period Lee literature. 

The Lee DR Facet Head. 
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Recent photograph of vintage equipment. 

The Lee DR Facet Head. 
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1962 May.  The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee NBMD lap unit introduced. 
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1964 January.  The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee ID Facet Head introduced. 
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From period Lee literature. 

The Lee ID Facet Head. 
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Recent photograph of vintage equipment. 

The Lee ID Facet Head. 
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1970 April.  The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee Table Polisher introduced. 

Lee Drill Press introduced. 
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1971 October.  The Lapidary Journal. 

New address: 3425 West 117th Street. 
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1973 August.  The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee R6 lap unit introduced. 

 

 

 

  



Chronology of LEE LAPIDARIES 
 

1979 July The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee Preformers introduced. 
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From period Lee literature. 

Lee Electric Preforming Attachment. 
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From period Lee literature. 

Lee Hand Preforming Attachment. 
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1981 October.  The Lapidary Journal . 

Lee OK Facet Head introduced: 

cast body and thumb screw dop retention. 
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1983 April.  The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee 2D Facet Head introduced. 

Lee OK Facet Head first major revision: bar stock body. 

Lee R Lap Unit has DC motor option. 
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From period Lee literature. 

Lee 2D Facet Head. 
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From period Lee literature. 

Lee OK Facet Head first major revision. 
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1984 December.  The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee R6 Lap Unit gets a slot. 
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1987 February.  The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee OK Facet Head second major revision:   

collet chuck dop retention. 
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From period Lee literature. 

Lee OK Facet Head second major revision. 
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1998 May.  The Lapidary Journal. 

Lee Lapidaries’ last advertisement. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


